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In-depth destination knowledge

• Local ground agent with 24 hour contact

• The very best English speaking guides

• Senior A&K sales consultants with a 

wealth of knowledge who have lived and 

worked in Japan

• Our Discover Japan itinerary offers 

something more in-depth & unusual for 

clients who wish to be more intrepid 

Superior buying power

• Strong relationships with the 

best hotels and ryokans in the 

locations clients want to be

• Value adds in Tokyo at MO and 

Palace hotel

• 2019 Rugby World Cup ticket 

access

Concierge Rail Service

• A&K will pre-book Bullet trains 

& Japanese Rail Pass

• Hakone Free Pass

• PASMO Tokyo Pass

Seamless Experiences

• Our experienced consultants will suggest and 

arrange all of the finer details of what can be a 

complicated planning process especially when 

clients wish to travel off the beaten track

• We offer numerous authentic & unique 

experiences to get ‘under the skin’ of each 

location
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Japan – When to go where

When Why
January During Japan’s coldest month, visit Jigokudani Monkey Park to see snow-sprinkled macaque bathe in hot springs. In Kyoto, thousands of archers 

compete during the Festival of the Great Target. Wrestling fans should head to Tokyo for the Sumo New Year Basho.

February Venture to the northern city of Sapporo for the week-long Snow Festival (Yuki Matsuri). The event occupies Odori Park and surrounding streets 

with exhibitions of huge ice sculptures, concerts and traditional performances.

March As spring approaches, see the Omizutori Festival in Nara, which includes music, parades and fire shows. Or, near Nagoya, watch hundreds of 

loincloth-clad men drive out misfortune during the Naked Man Festival. Most memorable of all is the Honen Matsuri, a fertility festival which must 

be seen to be believed.

April April ushers in Japan’s famous cherry blossom season, and is the busiest time to visit, so book well ahead. Kyoto and Tokyo are popular spots to 

take in this sea of pink, while the mountain town of Takayama is lesser-known but more romantic for it. April also sees Takayama’s Sanno 

Festival, where large ornate floats are paraded through the streets.

May Golden Week, a series of national holidays at the beginning of May, can be a chaotic time to visit. However, the weather in Japan is at its best, 

and Kyoto’s Aoi Festival – a Shinto procession of over 600 costumed people – is worth fighting through the crowds for.

June The beginning of June is warm and sunny throughout the country. On the 15th, hundreds of priests in Koyasan celebrate the birth of Kukai, the 

grand master of Japanese Buddhism. However, during the latter half of the month, the rain arrives and the humidity increases.

July As the heat rises, Japan’s rainy season begins. Head into the mountainous prefecture of Gifu to hike the Nakasendo way, the former route of the 

samurai which passes lush vegetation, abundant wildlife and fine waterfalls. The Gion festival in Kyoto takes place every year, and involves a 

huge procession 

of unique floats.

August August is hot and humid, but there’s a lot to see. The nation observes the three-day Buddhist custom of ‘Obon’, during which the traditional dance 

of ‘Obon Odori’ is performed throughout Japan. The 6th marks the anniversary of the atomic blast in Hiroshima – here, thousands of paper 

lanterns are set adrift on the River Ota in a moving ceremony.

September September remains humid, and though there can be storms, they tend to be utterly spectacular. 

Professional sumo tournaments are held in Japan six times a year, once in every odd-numbered month, and September sees one of the largest 

tournaments in Tokyo. This is also the season for whale watching in many of the southern cities.

October The autumnal colours in the Japanese Alps make for a scenic dip in an onsen. The weather is usually sunny but cool enough for hikes and 

cycling. Kyoto’s Jidai Festival on the 22nd sees over 2,000 people in ornate costumes depart from Kyoto Imperial Palace towards Heian Jingu

shrine.

November Things begin to cool down, though the weather remains dry and sunny. The first few days of November are the only days of the year you can 

enter the Imperial Palace in Kyoto, and there are a number of smaller festivals in the city. On the 15th, parents of three, five and seven-year-old 

children dress their kids in kimonos and take them for prayer at a nearby temple during Shichi-Go-San.

December The weather in December is crisp and cold, but the snow-filled trees and frozen lakes are a sight worth seeing. The Daikon festival in Kyoto on 

the 9th and 10th celebrates winter food and is well worth a visit. The Japanese don’t celebrate Christmas, but traditionally on New Year’s Eve, the 

Japanese eat toshikoshi soba (buckwheat noodles) and temples all over ring their bells 108 times to welcome in the new year.



Sample itineraries
All A&K tailor-made itineraries can be adapted to your client’s request.

Discover Japan: 14 nights from £4,445

Get off the beaten track and discover the wonders of Japan. Our ‘Discover’ itineraries allow the traveller to journey the 

lesser-known destinations and explore each country at their own pace.  

Classic Japan: 12 nights from £5,550

In the company of their very own Japan tour guide, your client will be shown all the key highlights of this fascinating 

island. This itinerary is perfect for clients looking for a little more guidance on their travels whilst discovering the 

fascinating history surrounding the land of the rising sun. 

Small Group – Japan: Temples, Shrines & Geisha: 10 nights from £5,795

Departure dates: January – April & September - December

Don’t forget our extensive Small Group Journey portfolio. A tour of the Japan that still honours the old ways – wooden 

houses, raked Zen gardens, Buddhist temples, shinto shrines and districts in which geisha still glide along cobbled streets 

like moving works of art.

https://www.abercrombiekent.co.uk/destinations/asia/japan/discover-japan
https://www.abercrombiekent.co.uk/destinations/asia/japan/classic-japan
https://www.abercrombiekent.co.uk/destinations/asia/japan/sgj-japan-temples-shrines--geisha
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Rachel’s Top Tip

““The best way to travel around Japan is by bul let train but the language

barrier can worry people. My biggest t ip is not to panic when you arrive

in a busy train terminal . Take your time, stop and wait for a minute and

the boards wil l change from Japanese to Engl ish and you wil l be on your

way!”

Annie’s Top Tip

“I recommend guests travel around Japan independently by train. It  is 

a great way to keep the cost down and to get a real sense of the place. 

It does fr ighten some people a bi t but Japanese publ ic transport runs 

l ike clockwork and we can always arrange for knowledgeable guide to 

accompany cl ients on their f i rst day to explain the transport system. 

We haven’t lost anyone yet!” 

Debbie’s Top Tip

Japan has so much to offer but i t ’s important to manage cl ient

expectations. For example, we usual ly quote using publ ic transportation

rather than private vehicles as the cost for private is very high. In more

remote places, the accommodation can be more basic with shared

bathroom faci l i t ies, tatami mat flooring and futon bedding but the

authentic experience is defini tely worth i t.
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